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. The first colﬁ.i_n_m in the

table gives the census
figure for Irish/UK
adults in each:-. -
cunstltuency a much

“more accurate picture

of the numbers -
entitled ta vote in thi

.general election tha

the overstated:

‘electural reglster. The :

Thie third columnis’

key: showing turnuut
based onthe: -

assumption that 85% _

of adufts are an the -

‘register. In no country -
“are there 100% of.
adults on the electoral .

reglster -

'registratlun rate of




: ) dnesn t seemparticularly out of the norm.:

ULD there have been wid
pread voter frand in last May’

‘answer of most peoplé in the'

“Everybody. now:accepts: the

is a mess and is overstated, But there is a Wor]d

al election? The iristinctive

political . world would be ‘no’.

turtiout ﬁgures suddenly leaves them looklng-,
extremely higl
" Sunday Triburie's:original con:: -

ention that the electoral register

- tiirnot is clearly not behevab}

of l_n excess of 90% |
lm'p055|ble to beheve

register is so hugely 6":.r'éretafed Asa re.e.ult‘ the
percentage: turnout figure; while higher: tha i
would have been expected before the electio;

- But a very different pictiire is presented wﬁe
the number of peop]e who voted ifi'each cén-;
stituency-is compared to the number of Irish and-:

 British adults {ie the people entitled to vote in--
a general e]ectmn) living in each constltuency 2

based oni last year's census figure,: o :
.The census figure for British and Irish adults’

is much more relevant because, unlike the vast-

ly overstated register of electors, it is quite accu-+
rate and theré wotild have been minimal changes
between the timeé the éensus was taken and last -

year's general election. When the voter numbers

inthe general election are compared with Irish and -

UK adults, it shows 12 of the 43 constituencies had -
aturnout of elose to, or in excess of, 80% (the h]gh—: i

est being Cork North-West at B4.4%), :: _
. Nothing so unusual about that you mlght thmlc. 7

A tirnorit of if'the region of 80% is certamlyh:gh---:

but not entirely out of the question; éven'in these

So what is going on? - .
One obvious explanatlon for the

‘urhan centres to the home place to

' Thése peaple may have been recorded aslivin
¢ inDublin, Cork, Galway of somie otherurban cen-
tre oti the night the census wastaken: But that.

doesn't preclude them from: havmg a-vote in

~ However, theredre s couple of rensans why this

- doesn't come even cloie to explaining what hap-
‘pened last May: Firstly; the number of students

and workers who would come back on a Thurs

etxtuenc:es of well in éxcess of 90%

In‘each of the constituencies of Cork North—:_ '
-West and Corlt South-West, for example, there are
: 3,000 third:level students. Buta 51gmﬁcant pro-

portlon of themre

stituencies;: -

Secondly; and more mportantly, a look at the -
natjonal picture shows this is not simply a case
of people voting in different constituencies to
where they live. When the total number of Irish:
- and British adultsis compared with the number,
of votes cast; it points to a turnout of71 09 excep— i

tmnaily thh by modern standards. -
- But apain that assnmes that every Irish an

their horne village or town and gomg home tocast:
: that vote ohelection’ day i

enormotis to. explam turnouts in some con-

remainder of the students living ottside the'
‘constituency returned home to vote, it doesn’t:
‘begin to explam thethh turnout in these con— '

British adult is on the electoral regl. te

impossibility. IF90% of adults are or the egister -

—the highest realistically possible based on inte
national standards « then the turnout in- May's

election was 79%. That is a mere two percentage "

pmnte behirid the record for a general election set

- in 1933 of B1.3% when interest and active partic:
1pet1on in politics was far higher than it is today. . -

- Andifalower figure of 85% of adults are o the -
‘register; then the turnout in May was an even: -
“:more staggering: 83.68% - whlch would be a::

record for a general election; -5

= Clearly something is senouslyarmse. 'I‘he reac- oo

e votes as they matint.

‘up atthe election count

Ahem casts his ballot
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t;on from the political classes is pretty easy to pre- -

diet; Anv suorestion of widesnraad vatar fraiid

: stage that fhere was voter fraud at:

T T P ST D “somebody somewhere:i in gov-:
RIGHT Taoiseat:h Bertie
' Inglﬂyunusualvoterpat—

:+ tion of five months ago =
- because the figiires; quite

the last general election. But

‘ernment will have to laok’ at:
~: the figures and explain the -

ternsinthe general elec-

et (e vl o vy




